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   CONGRATULATIONS    
òI strongly believe that Virginia State 

University provides our loyal sons a nd 

daughters with a transformative 

experience.  This is evident by the 

outstanding December 2017 graduates 

who are ready to make their mark in 

their communities and the nation.ó  

 

Dr. Makola M. Abdullah, President  
 
 
 

òYour scholastic achievements speak for  

themselves and make me proud to share 

a stage with you at graduation. ó 

 

Dr. Donald Palm , Provost  

 

 

òThe Reginald F. Lewis College of Business 

already misses you but because each of you 

are committed to this place I know that you 

will be  back!  Good luck t o all of you.ó 

 

Dr. Emmanuel Omojokun, Dean  
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2017: THE FALL  SEMESTER IN PICTURES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students participate in Project Shado w at Northrop Grummanõs IT VITA facilities and meet with senior leadership. Students share a few laughs at Virginiaõs Gateway Region Annual Dinner at the Petersburg Country Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

   

   

  
Page 2 

 

       
 

       
 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

  Ty-Li Brickus-Clark (International Business Minor), Brittany Palmer, and Jujuan Peel (Management majors) participate in a networking event in Richmond.                                                       

. 

 President Abdullah visits with Kyla Frank before she wins her big race. 

Kierra Anthony helps lead an AMA carwash fundraiser.     Chante and Emmanuel network with Brad Armstrong.     Sharon Taylor spends time with the Woo Woos.  

 

The College participates in a lot of entrepreneurship programming like THRIVE. 
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Kera Bridges participates in interviews on campus with Core Consulting as part of Core Consulting Day.  Students have their picture taken with President Bill Clinton in R ichmond. Students participate in candid exchange of ideas with industry leaders.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trevon Byron, Brittany Lamback, and Christina Teferra host Wells Fargo. Students enjoy night out on the town at a Flying Squi rrels game.  Atiya Leach and Shanikka R ichardson join Dave Saunders (President of Madison and Main).  Students network at community breakfast.  
 

 

Society for Human Resource Management  

National Association of Black Accountants  

 

Accounting majors in the Reginald F. Lewis College of Business are accruing all kinds of career 

opportunities partly because of the Collegeõs partnership with the National Association of Black 

Accountants (NABA).  Recent graduates have inked contracts with KPMG, Deloitte, 

PricewaterhouseCoopers, Ernst & Young, Allmond & C ompany, Tax Solutions Alliance, Dominion, 

SunTrust, University of Richmond, and JP Morgan just to name a few.  This semester, Tamairah 

Marshall and Sadonia Sylvester in their leadership positions have continued in the excellence of their 

predecessors providing countless opportunities.  In collaboration with Dr. Hari Sharma and Ms. Rae 

Morgan the Collegeõs NABA chapter has sponsored a visit to Norfolk for the regional conference, a trip to 

Genworth, recurring workshops, along with volunteer opportunities.  I t should be noted that Sadonia 

was rewarded for her efforts with both a Virginia Society of CPAõs and a Commercial Real Estate for 

Women scholarship .  When asked to opine on the value of NABA, Sadonia said, òThere is a lot of talent in 

the accounting/finan ce ranks at VSU and it is really rewarding to provide our students exposure to 

leading companies.ó  Tamairah added, òOur chapter is about networking but itõs about more than that.  It 

is about teamwork and student engagement.  Our members are among the mos t active and successful 

students at Virginia State University !ó   

 

Democracy 

 

People under 30 are often accused of not participating in the  

democratic process but that certainly wasnõt the case for  

either Kyla Frank (Management major) or  

Marcus Lowery ( Marketing majoró) this election cycle.  Kyla in  

particular because of her initiative to register VSU students was  

recognized for going above and beyond in promoting the  

democratic process on campus.   
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Center for Entrepreneurship in action.                         President Abdullah with Kapri, Tiffany, and Vonyeh.    Ramon Moore is President of REA and visits with students.  

Students participate in TEDxRVA, attend a Society of Financial Education conference, and regularly recruit students to the College even being joined by the Governor. 
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Undergraduate Bridge , K-12 
 
 
Dr. Makola Abdullah has committed  Virginia State University to providing a transformative experience 

for young people but not limiting it to college students.  Rather, President Abdullah has implored VSU 

to augment the òundergraduate bridgeó and the College of Business has risen to the occasion. In hosting 

programming like e.g. Girls for a Change or the Richmond Minorities for Engineering Partnership, 

Singleton Hall is often abuzz with middle and high schoo l students.  Whatõs more is that this semester 

the College partnered with Big Brothers Big Sisters to mentor at Walnut Hill Elementary in Petersburg, 

continued in supporting Ettrick Elementary, visited dozens of schools to interface with children and to 

give back.  Of course, itõs not all entirely altruistic.  In regularly flying the College flag more and more 

young people in the region are considering VSU for college.  The truth is that students, faculty, and staff 

in The College of Business arguably get m ore out of the experiences than even the children!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Top 40 under 40  

 

Eldon Burton h as been leading since his days o n the gridiron and in the classroom but at 30 he has 

accomplished a lot since he earned a degree in Business Management.  First, it was an internship on 

Capitol Hill and then an opportunity to work for Senator Mark R. Warner before taking on the 

responsibility of leading the district office for Congressman Donald McEachin.  Yet if you ask him, Eldon 

most frequently cites teaching un dergrads at his alma mater as his most rewarding exercises.  

Altogether, itõs why Burton made the cut and was profiled by Style Weekly in the 2017 Top 40 under 40 

edition.  Burton is quoted in the profile saying, òMy school means so much to me.ó 

 

Homecomin g Wisdom  
 
For homecoming, over one hundred students participated in a conversation with an alumni panel 

comprised of mostly recent graduates.  Eldon Burton, Kevin Carter, Mykala Daniel, Marnelle Fanfan, 

Jhadee Gordon, Latasha Harrison, Chelsea Jackson, Bernard Jones, Tiffani Jones, Karen Lee, Tanika 

Mann, and Cameryn Smith spoke on their experience working for Congress, Dominion, Allianz, City of 

Petersburg, KPMG, Lidl, VDOT, KPMG, the Federal Reserve, Chesterfield County Public Schools, 

KPMG, and VSU resp ectively.  The evening before, Kera Bridges and Anj ee Diggs taught a class in 

Singleton.  S aid Kevin,  òIt was really rewarding to come back and to give back.ó  For Jhadee and Chelsea, 

they return so frequently to work with their mentees that it was another  opportunity to say hello.  Kera 

added òI was impressed with the students in class and pleased that they are so motivated.ó  Karen elicited 

the biggest laugh when she ribbed the other panelists on being the elder stateswoman in the group.    
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Graduation , In their own words  

 
On December 9th  on the campus of Virginia State University graduates of the Reginald F. Lewis College of 

Business celebrated the culmination of a lot of hard work and determination.  Said Taylor Choyce 

(Management major) òI am so proud of my colleagues and me for all of our accomplishments and am 

excited for the next chapter in our lives.ó  Marcellus Barley (Management major) added, òIt wasnõt easy but 

I sure wasnõt about to give up.  Besides, anything worth anything shouldnõt come easy.ó  Mahogany Smith 

(Management/HR major) contributed òIt is a little surreal to arrive at the next chapter in my life after so 

long in school.  The Reginald F. Lewis College of Bu siness at Virginia State University constituted a 

transformative experience for me.  Of course I learned a lot from my studies but what is more is that I fell 

in love with the area and rather than return home I am looking at HR positions in Richmond and in tend 

to stay a long time in the RVA!ó  Keana Walker (Management major) added  òMy mom is so proud!ó 
 

Profiled on  TV  
 

Kapri Armstead and Mabertine Pierre (Management  major s) 

along with Marcus Lowery and Michaela Nelson (Marketing 

major s) are profiled in  the Universityõs new commercial.  

To watch, click here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnNOJnivC9g   

  

 

Planting   
 

For the second year in a row the   

College partic ipated in planting new tree s, bushes, and flowers on campus.  Dr. Alex Weimer who is a 

farmer partnered with Jane Harris in VSU Capital Oulay to beautify  

campus.  Weimerõs students pitched in and rolled up their sleeves.     

They were unqestionably the best dressed planters that da y!  Of the  

experience, Cameron Bailey (Accounting major) said òI liked making 

my campus even more beautiful and was grateful for the opportunity.ó   
 

Advising Center and Professional Enhancement   
 

Congrats to the Director of Advising and Professional Enha ncement, i.e.  

Sharon Taylor on earning certifications as a Career Services Provider and a Personal Finance 

Education Instructor .        

    
 

Benchmarking   
 

The College of Business a few years ago developed a partnership  

with the Robins School of Business  at the University of Richmond  

and ever since then students make at least one visit a semester to 

Robins to benchmark.  This semester students attended a lecture,  

took in a womenõs soccer game, and visited with faculty.   

Chanel Brown (Marketing major) re marked in observation of the  

Quelly Hall atrium and granite staircase that she was going to  
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American Marketing Association  

Students this semester launched an initiative to bring the 

American Marketing Association (AMA) back to campus!  

9, Italy, Greece, Hollywood, Anaheim, and the sunshine state .    

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnNOJnivC9g
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propose for inclusion in Singleton Hall!  Marcus Lowery (Marketing major) w anted to jump in to a pickup 

basketball game at the Robins Center but was in his best suit.  Jevon Eason (Management major) just 

wanted to join the UR students at the frats!  In all seriousness, The Reginald F. Lewis College of Business 

represented well an d reminded their peers in Richmond of excellence just thirty miles south of town.   
 

Itõs a float! 

 

When Tiffany Tucker (Management/HR major) approached  

Dr. Emmanuel Omojokun (Dean) with the idea of the College  

sponsoring a Homecoming 2017 float she didnõt need to do a lot  award winning essay  

of convincing.  The Dean immediately jumped at the  

opportunity to celebrate the Collegeõs students.  On the big day,  

students representing each of the Collegeõs student  

organizations participated.  Another first fo r the College,   

spectators on the parade route could be heard cheering for Dr. Omojokun  and for the students.   It made 

for a long day for the participants but after all, homecoming only comes once a year so best to do it right!  

 

An Interview with a Studen t  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Regarding your future, w hat are you most excited for ? To start my career and give back to my 

community .  I want to be an example to young girls that share my circumstances.     
 
Identify your favorite pastime .  Extreme shopping the mall for hou rs.  
 
 

An Interview with Faculty /Staff  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What  do you like most about working with students ? Working with student groups and 

processing both academic and non-academic life experiences in this transformative period of their lives.  
 
What has been y our biggest contribution  here ? Formulating articulation agreements with 

Virginia Community Colleges in our efforts to increase enrollment and provide more Virginians 

access to an undergraduate business degree at Virginia State University . 
 

Page 6 

Mahogany Smith  graduated in Dec ember with  a Management/HR  major  

degree; she is from New York  and has one of the best smiles in Singleton 

Hall . 

 

Mahogany aims to pur sue a career in Human Resources.  

Marcus Hubbard  is the Tr ansfer  Coordinator and along with Felicia 

Turner staffs the Student Advisory Board  

 

Place of origin: Brunswick , Virginia    

  

Education: Bachelorõs Degree from James Madison  University , and 

Masterõs Degree from the University of Maryland, College Park  

 

Tenure at VSU: Seventeen years  
 

 

 

 


